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LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

We want to acknowledge the Traditional Territory of the Anishinabek Nation: The 

People of the Three Fires known as Ojibway, Odawa, and Pottawatomie Nations, and 

of the Métis Nation, and we further give thanks to the Chippewas of Saugeen, and the 

Chippewas of Nawash, now known as the Saugeen Ojibway Nation, as the Traditional 

Keepers of this Land. 
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MISSION, VISION, AND CORE VALUES 

Southampton Arts is a non-profit organization run by a governance Board of Directors, 
committed to a continuance of Bert Henderson’s vision of the arts as a core indicator of 
the vibrancy of the beautiful town of Southampton, the wider Town of Saugeen Shores, 
the county of Bruce, and beyond. 
 
Mission 

Southampton Arts supports and encourages cultural expression, education in the arts and 
an appreciation of the arts. 
 
Core Values 
 

We believe in the power of art. Southampton Arts values creative expression as a vital 
tool for problem solving, creative thinking, self-discovery, and overall well-being at the 
organizational and individual level. 
 
We leverage collective genius. Southampton Arts recognizes that organizational 
success is dependent on collaboration, and the input of a multitude of voices, for the 
benefit of the greater good. 
 
We create a culture of warmth and belonging, where everyone is welcome. 
Southampton Arts maintains an environment of mutual respect among all stakeholders, 
staff, Board members, artists, volunteers, and guests. We emphasize fairness in all 
matters, while acknowledging and accommodating unique individual needs. 
 
We endeavour to grow our business in a way that makes our community proud. 
Southampton Arts strives to evolve and encourage new ideas, while upholding the 
distinguished history and legacy of this institution.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

”In  the inner place where true artist create  there 

exists a pure child”  Lawren Harris 
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 

In 2023, Southampton Arts (SA) continued 

addressing the challenges from all the changes 

encountered during the ‘Covid Years’. 

SA explored various approaches in finding a 

staffing model that would meet the wide range 

of demands created by this non-for-profit 

organization. As 2023 wound down, the SA 

Board continued its search for a satisfactory staffing model.  

The one staffing decision that moved SA substantially forward was the hiring of a part-

time staff person in 2022 to seek funding for SA via grants and donations. In 2023, SA 

landed grants for improving the online presence, promoting SA in the local community 

via the Art Bike and art awareness at local schools. Moving in a positive direction!  

SA found a rise in the visitors and participants at the Art School; however, we strive for 

further successes. 

I would like to thank everyone who cares about Southampton Arts from young to old 

and from artists to passionate art supporters. You understand the intrinsic value of a 

quality art gallery and art school in Saugeen Shores. 

 

  

Yours respectfully, 

Gerald Guenkel 

SA Chairperson 

  



4 
 

 

BOARD AND STAFF ORGANIZATION 

Board Members (2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chair

Gerald Guenkel

Member

Fred Kuntz

Member

William  Semeluk

Member

Brigita Roube

Member
Leslie McNamara

Member
Shellen Nelson

Vice Chair
Joyce Carr

Treasurer

Oron Miraie

Secretary

Mary Lou  Sinclair
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2023 STAFF 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Michelle  Costello – Centre Manager 
2. Linda Spruce - Communications & Fund Development 
3. Karen Friis - Gallery Manager 
4. Judy Sutherland – Gallery Coordinator 
5. Mel Myers – Bookkeeper 

During the high season SA had 3 students employed. 

During the school year SA had 2 very capable high school students at SA. 

Over the year, SA had a range of volunteers. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report for 

Southampton Arts Centre - 

2022 
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SA FACTS FOR 2023 

In this table, one can see the accomplishments, activities and challenges SA 

encountered in 2023. 

Student art classes held 40 

Number of students artists taking courses ~ 790 

Adult art classes held 48 

Number of adult artists taking courses ~300 

Instructors Teaching Art 40 

Artists in the Gallery 50 

Community Outreach 

ArtBike, Young Emerging Artists of our 

Community displayed in Saugeen Shores 

Police Services main foyer 

SA Members 58 

SA Members Financial Support $3440 

Donors  22 

Donor Financial Contribution $2729 

 Financial Support by Grants 

United Way - $25,142 

Ontario Trillium Foundation - $77,700 

Community Foundation - $2,500 

Canada Summer Jobs 2023 - $14,203 

Total - $119,545 

Continued ……  
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Sponsors 

Bruce Power - $2,500 

Fulford's Cook's Cupboard - $1,000 

Judy Rich - $1,000 

Recreational Respite - $1,000 

Rotary - $3,000 

Aligned Capital Partners - $500 

Hills - $500 

Michelle Soers - $200 

Sponsor Cash Amount -  $9,700 

Visitors at Gallery 7700 

Exhibits and Events 25 

The Big Event Artropolis 

 

As can be seen, Southampton Arts is an artistic force in Saugeen Shores! 

As an Arts Centre that serves a growing and diverse community, we are always 

adapting to fulfill our VISION and MISSION to be a space where art comes alive!  In 

2023 a variety of approaches were attempted to further reach out to our regional 

community.  

  



HOW SOUTHAMPTON ARTS BECAME A LEGACY 

 

Southampton has been Bruce County's 
destination of choice for artists, students and 
visitors interested in the appreciation, study, and 
enjoyment of the Arts since 1957, when Bert 
Henderson* founded the Southampton Art 
School. 
 
It began with about a dozen students and the $40 
fee for one week included tuition, 
accommodation, and meals. Housed in a building 
constructed in 1888 that James Howe then 
bequeathed to the Town in 1912, on the condition 
it always be used for cultural purposes, 
Henderson’s vision was for the school to carry 
Southampton's name far past the borders of 
Bruce County. He saw an opportunity for 

Southampton to distinguish itself not only as the oldest port on Lake Huron, but as its cultural 
epicenter and had big dreams for the growth of the school as a driver of Southampton's 
renown and prosperity. 
 
The school’s original advisory board included three members of Canada’s original Group of 
Seven including artists A.Y. Jackson, Lawren Harris, and Arthur Lismer. Iconic Canadian 
artist Alex Colville also lent his support to the initial board, a legacy of excellence and a 
response to the Canadian landscape that still permeates the spirit of Southampton Arts. 
 
In 1986, a group of arts-loving community members formed the Southampton Arts Society as 
a registered non-profit charity.  It provided a focal point for local artists and art lovers to 
appreciate, create, and enjoy art, as well as providing support for the school. The Gallery 
began in 1999 as a co-operative formed by Carol Cleary 
and Tanya Weichel and now features the talent of fifty local 
artists, housed in light-filled upper and lower galleries of the 
historic Southampton Town Hall. 
 
In March of 2017, the organization changed its name 
officially to the Southampton Arts Centre, more commonly 
referred to as Southampton Arts. 
Today, this vibrant non-profit organization runs a thriving 
summer educational program featuring artist-led 
educational experiences for both children and adults as well 
as the Gallery, continuing a legacy of providing support for 
both the making and the appreciation of fine art and craft. 

• Our condolences to the family of Bert Henderson to his passing in early 2024. His 
legacy will live on. 

 
 

 

OUR FOUNDER BERT HENDERSON 


